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Save the date! Wednesday June 26th - HIMSS NYS - Western NY HIT Symposium
Delivering on Patient Centered Care

This year's Western NY symposium theme is Patient Centered Care (PCC). PCC is at the center of most of the initiatives being pushed
forward, including HIE, ACO’s, Meaningful Use, PCMH, and even payment reform. 

The event will be held on June 26th at Roberts Wesleyan College – Cultural Life Center’s Hale Auditorium. 

Buy tickets for New York State Chapter of HIMSS - Western NY HIT Symposium (Wed June 26th)

Theme – Patient Centered Care: PCC is at the center of most of the initiatives being pushed forward. Includes HIE,
ACO’s, Meaningful Use, PCMH, and even payment reform.

7:00 AM Building Opens
7:30 AM Vendor Set-up
8:00 AM Registration Opens

Continental Breakfast
Vendor Area Open

9:00 AM Opening Session
Welcome by RWC President or designee
Welcome by NYS HIMSS
General Announcements

9:20 AM Morning Keynote Speaker – Paul Wilder, VP of Product Management, New York eHealth Collaborative, Topic: Role of
NYeC in New York
10:20 AM Morning Break - Vendor Area Open
10:30 AM Session 1 – Fran Weisberg, Executive Director, FLHSA; Topic: TBD - Changes in HC Landscape and Patient Centered
Care
11:30 AM Session 2 – Well Performing PCMH & ACO - Alan Gilbert, Team of Care
12:30 PM Lunch & networking
1:30 PM Afternoon Keynote - Ted Kremer, Executive Director, Rochester RHIO, Topic: TBD – The role of the RHIO in Patient
Portals
2:30 PM Session 3 – Panel Discussion - Future of Care Delivery & Patient Centered Care
3:30 PM Closing Reception – Vendor Area Open and prize drawing (must be present to win)

Attendee Costs 
 Student - $35
 HIMSS Member - $50
 General Public - $75 

Hotel Discount: Holiday Inn – Rochester Airport, $89 / night (585) 328-6000; discount code 'HIM'

Event Co-sponsors: HIMSS NYS and Roberts Wesleyan College

Commercial Sponsors: CPSI; eHealth Global Technologies; IP Logic; Polycom; Rochester RHIO; Ronco; Stoltenberg Consulting;
TEKsystems; Winthrop Resources

Save the date! September 16‐20, 2013 is National Health IT Week
Rick Sughrue, Advocacy Chair, HIMSS New York Chapter
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Mark your calendars! National Health IT Week September 16-20 in Washington

I’m excited for this year’s 8th Annual National Health IT Week along with the 12th Annual HIMSS Public Policy Summit! Dave
Whitlinger’s keynote address at our recent annual conference “Health IT: When Disaster Strikes” was truly inspiring of the incredible
success of our state’s health information technology infrastructure! Let’s all go to Washington to share examples of our many
successes throughout the state with our NY Congressional Delegation! I am in process of working with our state Legislature to pass a
resolution in support of National Health IT Week.

The HITECH Act, approved by Congress and signed
by the President, provided the funding (net cost
estimated at $19 billion) that created the Meaningful
Use incentives. To date, our state has received more
than $800 million in EHR incentives almost equally
spilt with $400 million from Medicare and $400 million
through the state’s Medicaid incentive programs. It is
important for our 2,000+ Chapter members to share
examples with each of the 29 members of the NY
Congressional delegation how this ‘investment’ is
being used to transform healthcare towards a more
safer, higher quality and more cost efficient system
using health information technology.

We need YOU, our members, to come to Washington
to tell YOUR story! My goal is to create 27
Congressional District teams comprised of members
from each Representative’s district to tell their story.
We need members that make up the ecosystem of
professionals implementing this new national
infrastructure of standardized, interoperable and

interconnected Electronic Health Records and Health Information Exchanges. We need YOU our CEOs, Physicians, Nurses, Pharmacists,
Dentists, CIOs, Solution Providers, Educators, local Business Leaders and Patients/Consumers to tell YOUR personal stories of how this
is happening within the district!

HIMSS will also have its 3rd Annual Nursing
Informatics Event on Capitol Hill. Did you know
Representative Carolyn McCarthy from the 4th
Congressional District has more than 30 years of
experience as a nurse and is a member of the
Congressional Nursing Caucus? Nursing Chapter
members please join us!

Contact me at advocacy@himssnys.org and tell me
you’re joining our HIMSSNYS Congressional
Advocacy Team! Watch our website for more details.

Rick Sughrue, Advocacy Chair, HIMSS New York
Chapter.

www.healthitweek.org
www.senate.gov
www.house.gov

HIMSS Clinical Business Intelligence Primer

An Introduction to the HIMSS Clinical Business Intelligence Primer

This series of modules provides an overview of clinical business intelligence (C&BI). Learn why it is such an important tool for the
clinical transformation of health systems and the role of clinical analytics in performance measurement. Clinical decision support is also
explained. 

Multiple perspectives on clinical business intelligence are outlined, including:

Continuous quality improvement
Provider performance
Population health
Comparative effectiveness

The series also addresses:

BI Technologies
ROI

mailto:advocacy@himssnys.org
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Future directions for clinical analytics

Click here to view the HIMSS Clinical Business Intelligence Primer.

HIMSS Responds to Senators’ Concerns about the Meaningful Use Program
Health IT News

May 24, 2013

As previously reported, Senators John Thune (R-SD), Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Pat Roberts (R-KS), Richard Burr (R-NC), Tom Coburn
(R-OK), and Mike Enzi (R-WY) sent a letter to the Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius on April 16, 2013 which
included a white paper titled, “Reboot: Reexamining the Strategies Needed to successfully Adopt Health IT.” The Senators questioned if
$35 billion in taxpayer dollars to encourage adoption of “meaningful use”-qualified health IT is being spent efficiently, and if incentive
payments are being made with enough verification that "meaningful use" is indeed being achieved.

HIMSS’ May 17, 2013 open letter response to the six senators cited HIMSS Analytics’ Electronic Medical Record Adoption Model
(EMRAMSM) as clear evidence that enormous progress has been made in the just over two years that the Medicare and Medicaid EHRs
Incentive Program has been in operation. The EMRAM has become the standard to measure acute care hospitals’ adoption of health IT.
The facility-level data is collected by HIMSS Analytics with the cooperation of the individual facilities. 

As noted in the HIMSS letter, since “the first EHR Incentive Program payments in May 2011, the number of U.S. acute care hospitals
achieving EMRAM Stage 5 or Stage 6 has increased by more than 80% for each stage. The number of Stage 7 hospitals has increased
63%. The corresponding data for lower end stages has seen decreases of 16% to 35%. EMRAM Stage 6 or Stage 7 corresponds with
preparedness to share data with other healthcare entities. EMRAM score trending tells us that U.S. hospitals are moving in the right
direction to support information sharing necessary for care coordination that supports healthcare transformation.” 

Other issues addressed in the HIMSS’ response to the Senators includes the efficiency of the path toward interoperability, accusations
of increased healthcare costs attributable to EHRs, the Administration’s evaluation and oversight of the Meaningful Use Program,
adequacy of protections for patient privacy and safety, and the value of healthcare information technology.

April 26th 2013 Annual HIMSS NYS Conference: HIT-When Disaster Strikes - A
STUDENT PERSPECTIVE by Marsha Vinson MMI'13

April 26th 2013 Annual HIMSS NYS Conference: HIT-When Disaster Strikes - A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE by Marsha Vinson MMI'13

This year's annual seminar was an ideal Health Care Informatics student experience. The theme, the impact of Hurricane Sandy on
health care information technology professionals and their workplaces, is an area worthy of exploration by students in this field: In a
collaborative environment, what role does the informatics professional play? How can we prepare now informatics-wise for
emergencies? How can we improve performance during and after a disaster?

The Keynote Speaker, Dave Whitlinger, the Executive Director of the New York eHealth Collaborative, updated conference attendees
on the progress of the informatics-supported Statewide Health Information Network for New York (SHIN-NY) with emphasis on patient
access, cross-communication, privacy and security, and
analytics. The Keynote Address was followed by a fascinating panel discussion with participants from FEMA and NYC major hospitals
discussing Lessons Learned. 

The afternoon sessions offered separate Physician-Pharmacy-Technology Tracks. Speakers gave harrowing and informative personal

http://www.himss.org/library/clinical-business-intelligence/clinical-business-intelligence-primer?navItemNumber=18234
http://www.himss.org/files/HIMSSorg/Content/files/20130517_HIMSS_Response_Senate_Reboot.pdf


accounts of their Hurricane Sandy experiences informatics-wise, patient-wise, and, in general. Panel discussions focused on how to
improve Health IT response during and after a disaster. Dr. Ken Ong, former President of HIMSS NY, shed light on Patient Engagement
and then moderated
a discussion on Health IT current issues. The speakers, all leaders in their field, stressed that the theory of informatics is not sufficient
in light of a disaster. Planning and collaboration are essential. 

The exhibit hall experience was also geared for Health Care Informatics students as well as those seeking employment and further
education. NYC Department of Health was present and their Outreach Specialist offered career advice. Unlike the
national HIMSS 13 conference, the exhibitors all were in a New York state-of-mind. The exhibitors were all very enthusiastic to discuss
their impact on Health Care Informatics. Students should not be shy and plan now to attend next year's 6th 
Annual Seminar. They will find participants friendly and knowledgeable. The education received will be invaluable real time knowledge. 

All presentations are now available for review/download. Enjoy!

For event photos, visit the HIMSS NYS Facebook site.

Columbia University HIT Certificate Program: Fall 2013 Session
Virginia Lorenzi, MS

Dear Colleagues:

Columbia University is pleased to offer a nine-month, 12-credit certificate program on health information technology (HIT) through the
Department of Biomedical Informatics. The course focuses on electronic health records, meaningful use, health data exchange,
security, and secondary use of HIT. The program helps professionals develop the project management, teamwork, and technical skills
to work effectively with health information technology. 

The application for the fall 2013 session is now available online. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis and accepted until June
30 at 5:00 p.m. EST.

You may obtain additional information about the program and application process by visiting
http://www.dbmi.columbia.edu/education/hit_program.html.

Conference call and Q&A with Course Director Virginia Lorenzi: June 6 at 8:00 p.m. EST.

Dial in information:

Phone Number: 1-866-618-6746
Access Code: 7401218

Open House Session and Q&A with Course Director Virginia Lorenzi:

May 30 at 5:00 p.m. EDT (RSVP to hit@dbmi.columbia.edu)
The Department of Biomedical Informatics
622 West 168th Street, VC-5
New York, NY 10032

I look forward to hearing from you and I am available to answer any questions.

Kindest regards,

Virginia Lorenzi, MS
Co-Course Director

Frances Morrison, MD
Co-Course Director

Lisa Matthews, EdD
Project Manager

Mount Sinai Queens goes paperless with EPIC IMPLEMENTATION
Kristin Myers
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After training close to 900 physicians, nurses and ancillary staff in a span of two months and building an infrastructure from the ground
up to support an electronic medical record (EMR), Mount Sinai Queens (MSQ) successfully implemented Epic in April 2013. The 235-bed
acute care facility simultaneously went live with Epic’s pharmacy, Computerized Physician Order Entry, Physician and Nursing Clinical
Documentation, Emergency Department and Health Information Management (HIM) modules making the community hospital one of the
most wired facilities in Queens, New York. 

While the technical aspects of this implementation are transformational, the motivation from MSQ executive leadership and positive
“just do it” attitude from staff served as a driving force to move from a completely paper-based hospital to a fully electronic one in a
short period of time. Throughout the project, executive leadership was actively involved in the decision making process and had their
finger on the “pulse” of potential challenges. This included communicating with a team that speaks over 35 languages, working with a
large population of voluntary physicians and training a staff to use Epic that was not familiar with computers.

This is the second major phase of the Mount Sinai Medical Center’s $120 million EMR rollout, with the first phase having taken place at
the Mount Sinai Medical Center's campus in Manhattan in April 2011. The implementation now allows Mount Sinai Queens to access the
same advanced clinical decision support tools already in place on the Manhattan campus. These tools including the “Stop Sepsis”
program in the Emergency Department are highlighted in Mount Sinai Medical Center’s HIMSS 2012 Enterprise Davies Award. 

Throughout the implementation, Mount Sinai’s Program Management Office rolled out the same successful project management
methodologies used in the Manhattan go live, but tailored the project to the uniqueness of the smaller, community based hospital. This
included a customized, robust change management plan that addressed changing every aspect of the staff’s day-to-day workflow. This
proved to be effective and resulted in a “nonevent” implementation.
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